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Presidents Report
Bringing out the best in people
No need to explain that this has been a unique year.
What does need to be recorded is the amazing response from so many people to ensure that our Centre
could adequately handle the massive increase in needs we have addressed. How have we done it?
With generous donors
Our partners at South Port Uniting Church Parish Mission have generously increased the assistance they
have given us for our Emergency Relief program which has faced the greatest pressure over this year.
You will see all our donors acknowledged in this Report. It includes a lot of individuals who have come
out of the woodwork to help us. We are in debt to all our donors
With willing volunteers
An unfortunate side effect of COVID-19 has been that most of the programs which have run with
volunteers have had to be suspended during the on and off lockdowns. We really appreciate our
volunteers and can’t wait for the time when we are all back together.
With amazing staff
No matter how much the demands have increased our staff have risen to the occasion. We have
increased the hours of our staff during the year. So, a big thanks to Elaine Wilkinson, Marie Baker and
Tania Fernando under the management of Elizabeth Rooney. They have all gone the extra mile and a bit
more.
With great partners
We have built up a group of caring organisations to which we can refer our clients as we ascertain needs
beyond our resources. The network ensures we are not duplicating. It also works in reverse: the network
refers people to us.
The future
We are gearing up to resume business as usual. Our hope is that our next annual report will talk of an
increased number of programs, all operating in more normal circumstances. The Committee extends its
heartfelt thanks to all the people who have gone above and beyond to take us successfully through this
year.
Geoffrey Court
President

What Christ Church Mission’s Community Centre is about …….
Christ Church Mission’s Community Centre (St Kilda’s Little Mission) is committed to creating an
environment which is welcoming, inclusive and supportive for the diverse range of people and groups in
our local community.
Recognising that poverty of resources and poverty of relationships can lead to social exclusion, the Centre
offers opportunities for social interaction and personal growth, particularly through:
•
•
•
•
•

Weekly free community meal,
Emergency support
Volunteering opportunities
Engagement in free or low-cost activities, and
Community outreach.

We are challenged to be the explicit social justice arm of Christ Church Parish.

Bringing the Community Together – Some of Our Activities
Emergency Support
Demand for emergency assistance has again increased due to the
impacts of Covid-19. The numbers have increased on last year with
over 400 people seeking assistance every month. Many local
people, groups and organisations contribute to our food supply,
including; Second Bite, Foodbank and South Port Community Group.
In addition to the kindness and generosity of Christ Church
Parishioners, Kedam Community, Toorak Ecumenical Churches and
our community neighbours, new partnerships have formed with
Father Bob’s Outreach Foundation, FareShare and Pets of the
Homeless. Our core funder is the South Port Uniting Church Parish
Mission.

Local neighbours donate goods
to help those who are in need.

Garden Nomads
Garden Nomads continues to be a very popular program which is a great social
benefit and value to all those involved. We recruit and provide volunteers to
work with elderly, frail or disabled local residents who are unable to care for
their garden alone. We also provide training opportunities for people who
would like to learn more about gardening and maintenance. This program has
continued to operate during most of the Covid era, with volunteers taking
extra precaution when visiting residents: staying outside, wearing masks and
gloves, using hand sanitizer, sanitized gardening equipment and maintaining
the 1.5m social distance.
Trimming the hedges
Work This Way
In partnership with Port Phillip Community Group, we have
developed introductory training programs in Hospitality and
Horticulture. The activity will assist people who are keen to
develop skills and confidence. Work This Way is designed to
empower people who wish to re-enter the workforce and
who have been entrenched in unemployment but have a
significant desire to re-engage. With relationships with local
employers, we are confident that we can support participants
into further opportunities, such as further education,
volunteering and employment.

The group preparing for a plant sale

Patchwork and Quilting
It’s hard to be bored for long, even during lockdowns when you can
become totally absorbed in what you love doing most. But
satisfying as it is to cut up bits of fabric and sew them back together
again in a different format, it’s much more fun when you can share
the experience with others. So, we’ve been very happy when we
could meet in person at the centre to share our achievements and
brainstorm ideas on the colour and designs of our various projects.
During the endless lockdowns we've had to make do with regular
zoom sessions and WhatsApp to share photos of work done in
isolation and to provide mutual encouragement and support to
keep going when it all seems a bit hard and lonely. So, we’ve coped,
but what we’re all hoping for is to be back together soon in the CSF
room spreading out our fabrics and pooling ideas and inspiration.

A fine example of what
can be achieved.

Bringing the Community Together – Some of Our People
Lindsay (Open House/Garden Nomads/Quilting Volunteer)
We moved to St Kilda after 13 years in New Zealand with our dog, cat, and one of our 3 children. I
knew no one and felt I needed to do something constructive on my days off work and meet people
close by. The pew leaflet I read at an Easter church service mentioned volunteers were welcome at
Open House to prepare a 3 course, sit down meal on a Wednesday evening. I turned up at 2.00 pm the
next Wednesday afternoon and was welcomed by a warm and busy team. Through this ever changing,
dynamic group I have made friends, helped cook consistently good seasonal meals. I also joined the
Garden Nomads team which showed me that just some labour under knowledgeable eyes could be
useful for people unable to manage gardening on their own anymore and was tremendously rewarding.
Best of all has been the involvement in the quilting group that meets fortnightly at the Centre, headed
by past Community Centre manager, Michele Sholl, who dragged out what has become an obsession
with quilts large and small. The involvement with a widely diversified community through a variety of
programs over the past 13 years has enriched me through greater social awareness, provided the
opportunity to do new things, learn new things, enjoy St Kilda community and make some good friends.
I would not have believed volunteering would bring such rich rewards.

One of Lindsay’s Quilts & showcasing her design talents.

Hosting a Pear Crumble masterclass
for Work this Way.

Michael (Garden Nomad Volunteer)
Michael has been involved in Christ Church
Community Centre’s Garden Nomads program since
mid - 2020.
“I have done 22 jobs with 8 clients and several of
these are ongoing. I like the program as I feel I'm
doing something that is needed and helps people
and gives me some social interaction”.
Michael with Lorna and their dogs
making a plan for the garden.
Martin (Emergency Support Volunteer)
I found out about the Christ Church Mission when a friend of mine
invited me to come and share a meal with her, at this time I was
unemployed. Attending the mission was my very first insight into an
outreach centre. I became involved by volunteering at Christ Church
Mission, this gave me the opportunity to give to others at Meal times on
Wednesdays and enabled me to assist those who found it difficult to
adjust to dining in or coming to pick their meals up on a Wednesday
evening. I have personally found it a very pastoral exercise and a good
way of getting to know others both those doing Volunteer work here and
also those who came for assistance at the Mission. I am happy to say
that I have now obtained work with the Victorian Council of Churches,
building their theological library.

Martin, volunteering for the
Emergency support
program

Bringing the Community Together – Some of Our People
Daniel (Kitchen Garden/Garden Nomads/Food program
I have been volunteering since January 2020. I heard about
becoming a volunteer by asking the staff on Wednesday night when
they give hot meals out. I enjoy working in the plant nursery and
assisting with the monthly plant sales. I support the staff and other
volunteers as needed. I pick up food from our suppliers. I help to
sort the food into our storage pantry. I am also involved with the
Garden Nomads and enjoy helping in the community.
Daniel in the plant nursery
Sally (Garden Nomads Resident)
I would like to thank the community centre for providing Michael and Leigh
to work on my garden. They both are polite and very good workers. It was
a relief to have gardeners that have pride in their work. Other gardeners
have not done a good as job as Michael and Leigh in my garden. Other
gardens keep putting the price up and always leave some part of the
garden untouched.

Sally in her garden
Brendan - Kitchen Garden Participant/Volunteer

I first discovered Christ Church Community Centre in
2014 when somebody told me about the Open
House 3 course meals on Wednesday nights. The
meals are great, I always enjoyed the meal. I then
heard about the Kitchen Garden and after a tour, I
decided to join in as a volunteer and since then I
have been involved with the Garden Nomads
program. I have a small vegie plot at home and
grow strawberries, sunflowers and silver beet. I
especially like gardening because it’s outside,
touching the grass and helping other people.

A flair for colour and
design – Charet makes
quilting look easy!

Brendan and the Garden group having
afternoon tea after the hard work is done.

Charet: Cooking - Quilting Caring
Having heard about the centre
through friends, Charet
joined the community centre in
2018. Charet enjoys sharing
her many talents with the
participants in the community
centre. With skills in cooking,
quilting and being a great
conversationalist, Charet joined
the team in the kitchen, the
Neighbour Connect program
and the Patchwork and Quilting
group.

Work this Way baking day.

Our amazing team of Volunteers
Heartfelt thanks to our amazing volunteers.
They cover a range of activities and we would be lost without them.
Anne Murphy
Amy Hocking
Brendan Elvey
Charet Garcia
Charles Baird
Christopher Selleck
Daniel Johnston
David Dawson
David Hughes
Derrick Clayton
Dianne Hollis
Dianne Thomas
Evanna Lake
Edward Small
Fr Turi Hollis

Froilan Balais
Geoffrey Court
James Wookey
Jim Arter
Josie Alexander
Julie Armstrong
Kurtis Smith
Kubashanie Pather
Leigh Smith
Leo Lucas
Lindsay Jamieson
Martin Prest
Michael McLellan
Michele Sholl
Neville Aphoy

Patrick Manning
Pauline O'Brien
Penny Matthews
Peter Turner
Ricky Mullan
Robyn Foy
Ruth Kingston
Samnang Leng
Shaun Spiers
Steve Wichtowski
Susan Burke
Tony Rusciano
Tyrone Glewis
Valerie Lion

*Many of our regular volunteers are taking a break during the Covid restrictions but are available to step
in as emergency backup if need be and are still valued and appreciated in this capacity.

Our Staff
The Centre is now open 5 days per week and our four staff members are employed for a total of 79 hours
(2.1 full time equivalent). They bring a wide range of skills and experience from a broad range of working
and life experience covering Community Welfare, Mental Illness, Social Engagement and Community
Development to their relationship with our community.
Manager - Elizabeth Rooney
Program and Volunteer Coordinator - Elaine Wilkinson
Community Engagement and Emergency Support Program - Marie Baker
Community Worker - Tania Fernando
Our community Centre is cared for by Jim Arter, Andrew Pope, Dianne Hollis and Peter Turner while our
website is maintained by Liz Van Dort.
A big thankyou to our staff who with our volunteers enable us to continue providing valuable support and
services to the community.

Our Finances
Christ Church Mission Inc. operating as Christ Church Community Centre
Income & Expenditure for the year to 30 June 2021
Revenue
Expenditure
Operating income (Grants, venue hire) 394,680
Staff salaries (1.8 EFT) 169,397
Donations
25,551
Other staffing costs
16,111
Member’s subscriptions
50
Program costs
42,225
Interest
6,416
Office expenses
679
426,697
Rent
9,000
Insurance
1,325
Bank charges
300
Depreciation
69,269
308,306
Surplus (loss) from ordinary activities 118,391
This is an extract from the audited financial statement. Full financial statement is available on request.

Our Supporters
We acknowledge with gratitude the support given in donations, gifts, grants and/or in-kind by those
listed below and those who prefer to remain anonymous.
Individuals
Andrew Alexander
Evanna Lake
Michael Walker
Rose & Damian Paterno
Barbara Brown
Helen Kelsall
Michael Wilson
Therese Lovejoy
Betty Rooney
Holley Nethercote
Michele Scholl
Stella Beal
Caroline Hogg
Kerry Willcock
Naomi Rivers
Valda & Colm O’Keeffe
Ching Ping Hui
Laraine Proctor
Norma Alexander
Valerie & Tony Lion
David A Brown
Maree N’Diaye
Olivia Ng
Wayne Vassallo
Dorothy Waterfield
Max Small
Pauline O’Brien
Yan Ou
Organisations
Alcoholics Anonymous
Kedem Community
SecondBite
Alex Makes Meals
Mazon
Springvale Gospel Singers
Bakers Delight Elwood
Narcotics Anonymous
Star Health
CCare
Next Dor
St John’s Anglican Church, Toorak
Christ Church St Kilda
Pets of the Homeless
Toyota Community Foundation
Feed Melbourne
Pinchapoo Hygiene Products
Woolworths
Fitzrovia, Paul & Gianmarco Port Philip Community Group
XTM Performance
Foodbank Victoria
Sacred Heart Mission
Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project
South Port Uniting Church Parish Mission
Elwood St Kilda Neighbourhood Learning Centre St Andrew’s Opportunity Shop, Brighton
Father Bob’s Outreach Foundation
St Kilda/ Elsternwick Baptist Church
Glen Eira English Language Centre
Toorak Opportunity Shop
Quest – St Kilda, Alvaro Caceres
Toorak Ecumenical Council
Other Funders
City of Port Phillip
Collier Charitable Fund
Perpetual
Tucker Foundation Flora & Frank Leith Charitable Trust South Melbourne Community Chest
Feed Melbourne
Victorian State Government

Committee of Management
Responsible for the overall governance of the Centre, the voluntary Committee includes:
Office Holders: Geoffrey Court - President
Fr Turi Hollis- Vice President
Charles Baird -Treasurer
Kerrie O’Sullivan – Secretary
Members:

Derrick Clayton

Edward Small

You can be part of our work by……….
• Donating non-perishable foods and toiletries. You can leave them at the Community Centre:
14 Acland Street, St Kilda, between 10.30am to 1.30pm Monday to Friday or give us a call.
• Donating $2.00 or more which is tax-deductible.
You can donate online at: https://www.givenow.com.au/cause1510
• Volunteering – especially for involvement in our Garden Nomads, Community Kitchen Garden and
Open House programs. Express your interest to any of our staff – phone 9534 9250 or email us at
communitycentre@ccm.org.au
• Hiring our venue for your next function, workshop or Owner’s Corporation meeting.
• Liking our Facebook and Instagram pages to stay up to date with the latest news and events.
Facebook: https://facebook.com/ChristChurchCommunityCentreStKilda
Instagram: https//www.instagram.com/ccmcommunitycentre/
Website: www.ccm.org.au

We are Grateful for Support from ………

Parish Partnerships
Our ability to continue working in the community has been supported by South Port Uniting Church
Parish Mission and the Anglican parish of St John’s Toorak through the Toorak Opportunity Shop and the
Toorak Ecumenical Council.
We continue to be thankful and challenged by their support!

Hiring our Venue
Our facilities are a community resource available for hire. We have hosted gatherings ranging from
celebration of life events through to workshops and Owner’s Corporation meetings, with reduced rates
for community groups.

